
 

 

          

 

 

 

 

          

MINUTES 
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

REGIONAL PARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
2:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, August 14, 2024 
   
1.0 MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 

Chair Espinoza called the meeting to order at 2:31 P.M. 
 

2.0 ROLL CALL:  
 
Commission Members Present:   Staff:     

 Thurston Smith, First District  Jose Canedo    
 Patty Espinoza, Fifth District  Heather Placencia  
 Bob Mitchell, Member-At-Large  Beahta Davis 
 Anahi Perez, Second District   Stephanie Romero 
 Steven Farrell, Member- At-Large 
 Louis Gamache, Third District    
  
  Commission Members Absent:  
 Michael Kreeger, Fourth District  
 
  
3.0 GUESTS/MEDIA 
 Dave Kooiman 
  

4.0  REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES FROM JULY 10, 2024 
Commissioner Farrell clarified that he and Commissioner Gamache were glad that the Big 
Morongo Canyon Preserve on-site meeting was postponed due to the extremely hot 
weather and are looking forward to visiting the preserve in the future. Chair Espinoza did 
not call to order the meeting. Commissioner Smith called the meeting to order.  
 
The minutes are accepted once above corrections have been completed. 

 
Motion: Commissioner Smith 
Second:  Commissioner Gamache 
Minutes approved. 

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

  None 
 

Regional Parks 
 

Beahta R. Davis 
Director 

               José F. Cañedo 
Deputy Director 
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6.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
TRAILS 
Mrs. Davis will contact the college and provide the Commission with an update at the 
next meeting.  
 
PARK MAINTENANCE PROJECT UPDATES 
Prado Regional Park met with vector control and US Army Engineers regarding the pond 
by the Slaughter House. Most of the notifications from Chino Valley Fire were completed 
and a final inspection will be scheduled. Glen Helen Regional Park is addressing 
concerns regarding trails and pedestrian paths. Yucaipa Regional Park staff is using 
new equipment to clean the parking lots, turf areas and trash around the park. Staff is 
currently at Big Morongo Canyon Preserve painting the restrooms.  
 
Commissioner Mitchell inquired about the concessionaire’s responsibilities. Mrs. Davis 
explained to the Commission the expectations of the concessionaires as well as the 
inspections conducted by Regional Parks’ staff.  

 
PRADO GOLF COURSE 
Prado Regional Park’s golf course was on the agenda to discuss the proposal that was 
provided to the Commission during the July 2024 meeting. A conversation ensued 
regarding the golf course. Mrs. Davis will provide the Commission with the numerical 
figures from this concession at the next meeting. Mrs. Davis explained the contract 
process to the Commission. The current contract ends in 2025. The Commission asked 
Mrs. Davis if the current concessionaire has been operating within the parameters of the 
contract and Mrs. Davis confirmed. Mrs. Davis will provide the Commission the Glen 
Helen and Prado Masterplans when they are complete. 
 
BIG MORONGO CANYON PRESERVE SITE VISIT 
The Commission agreed to conduct a site visit at Big Morongo Canyon Preserve on 
November 13, 2024. The Commission meeting will also be held at the Preserve on that 
day. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Perez 
Second:  Commissioner Smith 
Motion carried. 

 

7.0  DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL PARKS REPORT 

The new projects approved for the 2024/2025 Fiscal year are the Mojave Narrows 

Regional Park’s boathouse renovation, Yucaipa Regional Park’s snack bar and boat dock 

will be renovated, and sports courts will be installed at Prado Regional Park. Mrs. Davis 

explained the kayak usage at Mojave Narrows Regional Park.  

 

Mrs. Davis provided the Board Agenda Items that were approved by the Board of 

Supervisors. On July 23, 2024, the Board of Supervisors approved two interim use permits 

and a new contract with Lane’s General Store at Calico Ghost Town Regional Park. On 

August 20, 2024, Regional Parks will be submitting a Board Agenda Item for the boardwalk 

and road improvement and parking lot repairs at Big Morongo Canyon Preserve; 

pedestrian feasibility study and   maintenance office restroom repairs at Glen Helen 

Regional Park; and a boat dock replacement project for Prado Regional Park.  
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The playground at Prado Regional Park is complete and the splashpad is estimated for  

completion in September 2024.  

 

Mrs. Davis discussed the events and programming that were completed. There were over 

600 participants at Family Swim Night at Glen Helen Regional Park.  This past weekend 

there were about 50 participants at the Hot August Nights at Yucaipa Regional Park. 

Doogie Poolooza will be returning to Yucaipa Regional Park the first weekend of 

September.  On September 14, 2024, The Great Outdoors will be at Cucamonga-Guasti 

Regional Park. Calico Days at Calico Ghost Town Regional Park will be at the end of 

September and Calico Ghost Haunt will be at the end of October. At the beginning of 

October, the Harvest Festival will be held at Mojave Narrows Regional Park with fun 

activities, haunted hayrides and vendors.  

 

The renovations to the Silver Rush Burger are ongoing and the Silver Bowl should be 

completed in time for Ghost Haunt. Regional Parks hired a Fiscal Specialist that started 

Monday, and Ryan Isom, Park Operation Chief, will be leaving Regional Parks in October. 

Commissioner Mitchell has asked if the Commission could be invited to Mr. Isom’s going 

away. Commissioner Farrell inquired about the Camp Host position and Mrs. Davis 

explained the position to the Commission.  

 

Mrs. Davis will not be in attendance for the September and October Commission 

meetings. Regional Parks will provide the event schedules in advance to the 

Commissioners.  

8.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Dave Kooiman presented a statement regarding his concerns with the Prado Regional 
Park Golf Course.  

 
9.0 COMMISSION PROPOSED BUSINESS BY TITLE FOR NEXT MEETING 

Continue Trails Discussion 
 
Update on Parks Maintenance Projects  

Calico Stairway and Bridge Update 

10.0  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
Commissioner Smith inquired about the splashpad at Mojave Narrows Regional Park. 
Mrs. Davis will provide the Commission information as soon as it is finalized.  
 
Commissioner Mitchell stated he is glad Prado Regional Park will have a sports facility  

 
Commissioner Perez thanked Mrs. Davis for the information provided at today’s 
meeting.  

 
Chair Espinosa also thanked Mrs. Davis for the information provided at today’s meeting..  
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11.0  NEXT MEETING: 

September 11, 2024.  
 
12.0 ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Smith seconded by Commissioner Gamache 
Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:22 P.M. 

 


