
 

 

          

 

 

 

 

          

MINUTES 
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

REGIONAL PARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
2:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
   
1.0 MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 

Commissioner Smith called the meeting to order at 2:33 P.M. 
 

2.0 ROLL CALL:  
 
Commission Members Present:   Staff:     

 Thurston Smith, First District  Jose Canedo    
 Patty Espinoza, Fifth District  Mary Sheehan  
 Bob Mitchell, Member-At-Large   
 Louis Gamache, Third District    
  
  Commission Members Absent:  
 Michael Kreeger, Fourth District  
 Steven Farrell, Member- At-Large 
 Anahi Perez, Second District 
 
  
3.0 GUESTS/MEDIA 
 Aaron Keedy 
  

4.0  REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 14, 2024 
 
Motion: Commissioner Gamache 
Second:  Commissioner Espinoza 
Minutes approved. 

 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

  None 
 
6.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

TRAILS 
No update on the nesting birds timeframe between September-February 
 
Mrs. Davis will contact the college and provide the Commission with an update at the 
next meeting.  

Regional Parks 
 

Beahta R. Davis 
Director 

               José F. Cañedo 
Deputy Director 
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More information to come on the Grants applied for in June/July. 
 
 
PARK MAINTENANCE PROJECT UPDATES 
Prado Regional Park primary focus on irrigation repairs with landscape contractors 
personnel working with park personnel and temporary staff. Staff is currently at Big 
Morongo Canyon Preserve painting the restrooms.  Proposals are needed to address 
roof maintenance there also.    Calico staff is getting prepared for its fall season and the 
scheduled events coming up. 
 
Certification classes were attended by staff.  The program has begun training staff and 
is ongoing and should be a valuable skill set for the staff at the park.  In the future more 
training will be pursued for the staff to help with their experience. 
 

  
PRADO GOLF COURSE 
Prado Regional Park’s golf course was on the agenda to discuss the proposal that was 
provided to the Commission during the July 2024 meeting. A conversation ensued 
regarding the golf course. Mrs. Davis will provide the Commission with the numerical 
figures from this concession at the next meeting. Mrs. Davis explained the contract 
process to the Commission. The current contract ends in 2025. The Commission asked 
Mrs. Davis if the current concessionaire has been operating within the parameters of the 
contract and Mrs. Davis confirmed. Mrs. Davis will provide the Commission the Glen 
Helen and Prado Masterplans when they are complete. 
 
. 

 

7.0  DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL PARKS REPORT 

Mr. Candeo went over the upcoming events/accomplishments.   

 

Events programs were discussed # of attendees that came to the various events/parks 

 

Park repairs at Calico were discussed.  Park at Calico is closing at 8 pm on Frdayi and 

Saturdays now. 

 

Prado, Yucaipa, Guasti repairs projects were shared with commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Mitchel inquired about the status of the birds dying off at Guasti and if the 

tests that were done provided any insight as to why.  Mr. Candeo will follow up for him on 

finding out for him. 

 

The Commissioners were informed that Lake Gregory is closed to the public currently due 

to the Line Fire. 
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8.0 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Aaron Keedy interested in accessing a gate to a trail that the Commissioners were not 
involved in.  Mr. Cando stated he will meet with Mr. Keedy after the meeting to address 
his concerns. 

 
9.0 COMMISSION PROPOSED BUSINESS BY TITLE FOR NEXT MEETING 

Continue Trails Discussion 
 
Update on Parks Maintenance Projects  

 

10.0  COMMISSION COMMENTS: 
Commissioner Gamache wanted to recognize the significate date of September 11, 
2024  and sacrifices made by victims and those who defend us and that the 
Commissioners will continue to work to preserve the parks and the importance of the 
commission that contributes to parks for the community and all who come to enjoy the 
outdoors. 
 
Commissioner Espinoza agreed with Mr. Gamache.  And also stated that she is hoping 
to welcome in more of the homeless veteran population to the parks. 
 
Commissioner Mitchel visited Guasti park and remarked how pristine and green the 
grass is and stated he appreciated the efforts made by the staff.   Also the new shelters 
and tables being installed.  He inquired of Mr. Candeo about the splash pad and the 
surface of it and concerns about slippage.  Mr. Candeo has been meeting with 
companies to explore new materials to alleviate that issue.  Mr. Mitchell is glad a lot of 
changes are taking place and wanted to thank the Department. 
 
Commissioner Smith inquired about the Nocturnal Rave and Mr. Candeo informed the 
commission that had been cancelled due to the Bridge Fire and the safely personnel not 
being able to manage the event as proposed therefore the County made the decision to 
cancel the event.  The Glen Helen park may be utilized as a command center.  There 
will not be a fire camp at Yucaipa at this time. 
 
He asked about the wells/water issue at Mojave Narrows and Mr. Candeo will have more 
information at the next meeting after following up with Special Districts Department. 
 
Mr. Candeo stated that due to evacuees coming into the parks we offer at 50% discount 
at all the parks and that Mojave Narrows and Mojave River Forks is also taking in horses 
if needed. 

   
11.0  NEXT MEETING: 

October 9, 2024.  
 
12.0 ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Gamache seconded by Commissioner Espinoza 
Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:19 P.M. 
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